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The Tonqmnets used to be very desirous of having a Brood of Europeans
in their Country, for which Reason the greatest Nobles thought it no
Shame or Disgrace to marry their Daughters to English and Dutch Seamen,
for the Time they were to stay in Tonquin, and often presented their
Sons in Law pretty handsomly at their Departure, especially if they
left their Wives with Child, but Adultery was dangerous to the Husband,
foi they are well versed m the Art of poisoning.

The Men and Women are both well shap'd, and tolerably beautiful,
but of a low Stature. The Maids keep their Teeth very white, till they
have lost the blue of their Plumb, and then they dye them as black as
Jet, with the Juice of a certain Herb which they hold in their Mouths for
three Days successively, and the black Tincture continues ever after;
but while that Juice is in their Mouths, they dare not swallow their Spittle,
it being of a poisonous Quality.

CHAPTER L

Gives some Accounts of the Religion, Laws, Customs, Commence., Rich.es> Cities, Temples, Gods,
and Goddesses, Pnests, Military Forces, Produce, and Manufactories, &c. of China.

THE Island of Aynam lies in the Bay of Tonqmn, and not above 12
Leagues distant from its Northern Confines. The Island is large,
being about 180 Miles in Length, and 120 in Breadth.   It was
formerly under Tonquin, but at present a Part of the Dominions of China.
Its greatest Product is Salt, and is not frequented on account of Trade.
There is no Passage for Vessels of Burden, between it and the Continent,
being so full of dangerous Banks and rapid Currents. The mid Lands
seem very mountainous. The East and South Sides are low, but clear of
Danger.  About two Leagues from its Shores, is from 20 to 25 Fathoms
Water.

The next Course I steer, is into Quansi, the Southermost Province of
China, and as yet has not been brought to acknowledge the Tat tar Domina-
tion. It admits of no Commerce either with Foreigners or Chinese, that
are under the Tat tar Government, but on all Occasions commit Acts of
Hostility on them, and are so bold and couragious, that one of their
little Galhes will attack four of the Emperor's, and make them flee before
them, for they give Quarter to none that bear Arms under the Tartar
Prince, as they call the Emperor. The Country is fruitful and populous,
and produces much raw Silk and Drugs, such as China Root, Galhngal, &c.